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George Bernard Shaw once said, “Beware of false knowledge; it is more dangerous than 

ignorance”. According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, which compiled a list of 

Confederate monuments last year, these monuments are spread over thirty-one (31) states and   

Washington D.C, far exceeding the eleven (11) Confederate states that seceded at the outset of 

the Civil War. Most of the Confederate monuments did not go up immediately after the war’s 

end in 1865.  According to the Southern Poverty Law Center’s research, the biggest spike of 

Confederate monument building was between 1900 and the 1920s. During the period in which 

these monuments were constructed, overt racism and discrimination were quite present. The 

monuments were erected to glorify leaders of the Confederacy like General Robert E. Lee, 

former President of the Confederacy Jefferson Davis, and General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. 

Mark Elliot, Professor of History at University of North Carolina-Greensboro, argues that they 

encourage “glorification of the cause of the Civil War” and an alternative set of values.  Elliot 

also says, “The vast majority of them were built between the 1890s and 1950s, which matches up 

exactly with the era of Jim Crow segregation”.  I support the removal of Confederate monuments 

because they keep us from making progress, represent ignorance, and are a painful reminder of 

the past. 

Robert E. Lee was a prominent general of the Confederate Army.  Some historians have 

written that Lee was also a cruel slave owner who supported severely beating slaves who 

attempted to escape.  In 1856, Lee commented in a letter that God would be the one responsible 

for emancipation and that blacks were better off in the United States than Africa. In 2016, his 

great-great-grandson, Robert E. Lee V made comments that demonstrates his ancestor's legacy is 

problematic.   Speaking to The Washington Post after the white nationalist rally to keep the 

https://www.splcenter.org/
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/robert-e-lee
http://www.history.com/news/ask-history/category/jim-crow
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monuments in Charlottesville occurred, he said, “If it can avoid any days like this past Saturday 

in Charlottesville, then take them down today”.  

Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson was a Confederate general during the American 

Civil War, and the best-known Confederate commander after General Robert E. Lee. Some have 

tried to "sanitize" his legacy and highlight the fact that he started a Sunday school for slave 

children.  However, what they neglect is that he most likely started this school to ensure that 

slave children knew "...that the Bible taught that slavery was sanctioned by the Creator Himself."  

Like General Lee's descendant, Jackson's two great-great-grandsons wrote an open letter to the 

Mayor of Richmond, Virginia, the former capital of the Confederacy as well as the grandsons’ 

hometown, regarding Jackson’s statue there. In the letter they stated, “We are writing today to 

ask for the removal of his statue, as well as the removal of all Confederate statues from 

Monument Avenue. They are overt symbols of racism and white supremacy, and the time is long 

overdue for them to depart from public display”.   

Supporters of the Confederate monuments claim that these monuments represent 

nationalism and pride, but they are sorely mistaken and brainwashed.  The Jim Crow Era 

spanned from the 1870's to the 1960's. It is no coincidence that the erection of these monuments 

occurred during this time.   Along with segregation, Jim Crow prevented African-Americans 

from voting and brought on a revival of the Klu Klux Klan (KKK) in the 1910s. The KKK would 

lynch African-Americans who would try to vote or stand up to the oppressive system. They 

would also burn crosses on front lawns to instill fear in the hearts of black people. This was also 

a way to control African-Americans and to prevent them from utilizing their Amendment rights.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/robert-e-lee-v-what-its-like-to-carry-around-this-name/2017/08/17/991e470e-8363-11e7-b359-15a3617c767b_story.html
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All of this was drawn from the idea that white people were born into the superior race 

and black people did not deserve freedom or any rights associated with it. This period of 

American history shouldn’t have to be relived on a daily basis, but that is exactly what happens 

when people see the confederate monuments.  Symbolism is important.  What message is being 

sent when a state decides to maintain monuments of slaveowners those who fought to protect and 

maintain violent, chattel slavery? 

In my opinion, the question we should be asking ourselves is not whether or not we 

should maintain Confederate Monuments; it is whether or not we should maintain symbols of 

white supremacy and black oppression. This country is built upon a government who supported 

people being forcibly brought to a foreign land against their will. People who were oppressed for 

over a hundred years and denied the "inalienable" rights given to them by justice. 

It is unfortunate that there are people who are both so filled with ignorance and blind to 

the fact that their ancestors propagated injustice and bred inequality. These monuments not only 

keep us from striving toward success and equality in the future, but they also show us that the 

people from the past and the present still have similar mindsets. We need to understand that the 

monuments must come down because no one should have to be reminded that many citizens of 

our nation saw them as inferior to someone else. The year is 2018, and we must break the bonds 

from our ignorant and hurtful past and look forward to a brighter and more hopeful future. As the 

late Dr. King once said “Nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and 

conscientious stupidity”.  

 

 

 


